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Death is 
closing 
homicide 
cases 


Number of killings where 
city police say killer died 
more than triples since 2014 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


Late last month, a Baltimore police 
detective investigating the shooting death 
of a popular 19-year-old high school student 
wrote to top homicide commanders that 
she’d cracked the case. 

Detective Jill Beauregard-Navarro laid 
the blame for the March 2017 death of 
Victorious Swift on a 44-year-old man 
named Charles Frazier. Frazier had told 
several people that he had gone to rob Swift, 
the detective reported, and that Swift, a 
boxer, had started to fight back. She said 
Frazier, “in a panic,” shot the teen and fled. 

The catch: Frazier himself was also dead, 
his body found less than two months after 
Swift’s killing Beauregard-Navarro was 
asking commanders to add Swift’s killing to 
the growing list of cases the department 
considers “closed by exception” — those in 
which police believe they have enough 
evidence to arrest, charge and prosecute a 
suspect, but can’t for reasons beyond their 
control, such as the suspect’s death. 

The process, recognized by the FBI and 
used by police departments nationwide, 
typically unfolds out of public view. In 
Baltimore, where violence is driven by 
See CASES, page 12 


Cases closed 


The number of homicide cases that 
Baltimore police closed by exception 
more than tripled from 2014 to 2017. 
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Cases cleared 
MN Cases cleared by exception 


2014 2015 2016 2017* 


*2017 number does not include 22 cases the 
Baltimore Police Department considers closed 
because the suspects were charged by federal 
authorities. 
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Su Casa’s Tracee Meadd takes a break Tuesday from cleaning the store on Main Street in Ellicott City after Sunday’s flood. 


Body of sergeant 
found after flood 


Main Street business 
owners, residents visit, 
assess flood damages 


By KATE MAGILL AND LIBBY SOLOMON 


Baltimore Sun Media Group 


Julia Sanger and her mother, Donna Sanger, 
carried a cash register, some kitchen linens and a 


pi 


few electronics in their laps as they returned 
Tuesday from the Park Ridge Trading Company 
gourmet kitchen shop they own in flood-ravaged 
Old Ellicott City. 

It was all the Sangers could salvage in the 10 
minutes they were given on an escorted trip into the 
historic Howard County town that remains closed 
off after being devastated by flash flooding Sunday 
for the second time in less than two years. County 
officials organized the quick visits Tuesday, offering 
shopkeepers and property owners, homeowners 
and apartment dwellers their first chance to access 
their properties and retrieve essentials. 

On Tuesday, two days after slow-moving 
thunderstorms dumped 10 inches of rain in the 
steep-sided valley, overwhelming stream beds and 
sending torrents of water and debris down streets, 
the cleanup continued and the body of Sgt. Eddison 
A. Hermond, 39, a Maryland National Guardsman 
who was swept away while trying to help a 


Eddison A. Hermond 
was reported missing in 
Sunday’s flood. His 
body was found Tues- 
day in the Patapsco. 
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E “Water up to 
your neck” in 
Southwest 
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E Rodricks: Ellicott 
City flood was 
about us, not God 
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See DAMAGE, page 15 


Guardsman’s friends, 
stunned, say attempt 
at rescue was typical 


By CHRISTINA TKACIK AND SARAH MEEHAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


When a massive flood hit historic Ellicott City on 
Sunday, Sgt. Eddison “Eddie” A. Hermond rushed 
to help. Local shop owner Kate Bowman told The 
Baltimore Sun that Hermond tried to rescue her as 
a torrent gushed by — so loud she could barely 

ear. 

The 39-year-old National Guardsman, an Air 
Force veteran, was washed away by the floodwaters. 
His body was found Tuesday morning in the 
Patapsco River, according to Howard County police. 
He had drifted to Catonsville along River Road, 
about a quarter-mile from Frederick Road. 

Choking back sobs, friends say that it’s not 
surprising. 

“It’s the most Eddie thing ever that just 
happened,” said Stephanie Williams of Seattle. She 
and her husband, Tariq, used to live with Hermond. 
She was devastated by his sudden death. She 
recalled a friend who idolized Superman — and was 
a bit of a superhero himself. 

“I can totally believe that he put his life at risk for 
someone he didn’t know, in a town where he wasn’t 
See HERMOND, page 15 
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‘Roseanne’ canceled 
after racist tweets 


ABC has canceled its successful “Rose- 
anne” revival following racist tweets writ- 
ten by its star, Roseanne Barr, and the 
backlash against the comedian came fast 
and furious. NEWS PG T 
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SUIT THREATENED: Democratic gubernato- 
rial candidate Valerie Ervin has threatened 
state elections officials with legal action if 
ballots are not reprinted for the June primary 
to show her name in place of her deceased 
previous running mate, Kevin Kamenetz. 
NEWS PG2 


NATION AND WORLD 


PUERTO RICAN DEATHS: At least 4,645 
people died as a result of Hurricane Maria and 
its devastation across Puerto Rico last year, 
according to anew Harvard study, an estimate 
that far exceeds the official government death 
toll, which stands at 64. NEWS PG 4 


ABORTION LAW SUSTAINED: The 
Supreme Court has turned down a Planned 
Parenthood appeal of an Arkansas abortion 
law. NEWS PG 6 
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